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Melbourne's Sewerage System P L4 €6 9
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area. Until 1897, the city did not . Pumping |
have the facility for clearing its Sewers & Mains — el station ‘ .
waste and — despite its robust Every house and business had a four inch (100 mm) (3 R @) O
economy and wonderful buildings connection to a sewer in the street. The network of sewers X ok
- it was known far and W|de:|as progressively became larger as they collected larger flows. The Sewerage System ;

Marvellous Smellbourne”. These eventually emptied into three large Trunk Sewers o Mol yste rgon §
The present system was which converged at Spotswood Pumping Station. Those e e e s . 8 :
developed in one mammoth coming from the city and south-eastern suburbs crossed Melbourne Metropolitan E
effort in the 1890s after 60 years under the Yarra River near Spotswood. Board of Works .
of complaint, make do, Troatment
inadequate proposals and . . . Plant
ad-hoc attempts at disposing SPOtSWOOd Pumplng Station How it worked (Ba?%%me)\A
of human and other waste. Alarge pumping station was built_at Spotsvyood and (4) James Mansergh

The Australian-made ten steam-powered pumping engines were installed — @ suvurban severs collected the the English engineer

Austral Otis No 8 progressively. In 1921 the first electrically-driven pumps Werribee

pumping engine worked

by gravity towards the pumping who designed the

water-borne waste which flowed l

from 1911 to 1947 were installed and more were added over the years. Sewage Farm i \P ] station at Spotswood, the lowest original system
:Cg;g:\sxgsdl?g:vyen In 1947 steam pumping ceased and all pumping was Main Outfall Sewer point in the metropolitan area ~—
by compressed air carried out by electric pumps. Spotswood closed 9 The sewage again flowed by gravity «—

rather than steam

in 1965 and was replaced by Brooklyn Pumping Station.

l towards the Sewage Farm at Werribee

K Trunk Sewer
0 Here it was spread on the land
where natural micro-organisms, 9 At Spotswood, large pumping engines driven
sunlight, and time broke down the Pumping by steam lifted the sewage to the Main Outfall Sewer
organic material into useful nutrients Station

The Spotswood pumping station
has been part of Scienceworks
since 1992

Western Treatment Plant

When the scheme started, the sewage was used to irrigate thousands
of acres of land for crops and grazing. However, this method could not
cope with Melbourne’s growing population and a new system was
introduced in the 1930s. Natural algae treat the sewage in a system
of large shallow lagoons which now handle 60% of Melbourne's total
sewage output. Farming is still carried out on the extensive site.
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In 1975 a second sewerage system was constructed to serve the system that still

Digging the Main Outfall Sewer in 1882 booming eastern suburbs. The Eastern Treatment Plant at Bangholme serves the city today
treats about 330 million litres of sewage a day.
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